Patch test response to house dust mites is positive in children with atopic dermatitis and in their parents.
We studied the patch test response to Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus in 79 atopic children and in their parents. The atopic children were divided into 3 groups: 1) children with atopic dermatitis (group 1); 2) children who had suffered from atopic dermatitis but the disease was cured (group 2); and 3) atopic children with asthma and without atopic dermatitis (group 3). Our data show that a significantly higher proportion of children with atopic dermatitis (groups 1 and 2) have positive patch tests to Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus in comparison to atopic children without atopic dermatitis (group 3) and the controls (p < 0.001). In addition, we have shown that a positive patch test to Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus is significantly more common in parents of children with atopic dermatitis with respect to parents of children with asthma or parents of control children.